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ÅICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability

1100 metropolises, cities, towns, counties, provinces in 68 countries
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Å

ICLEIôs mission: to build and serve 

a worldwide movement of local governments

to achieve tangible improvements 

in global sustainability with special focus on  

environmental conditions 

through cumulative local actions
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ÅCities: characteristics

Cities surface:

1950:  213.000.000 km² 

1970:  343,000.000 km²

1990:  487,000.000 km²

2000:  577,000.000 km²
Source: Klein Goldewijk and Van Drecht (2006) 

in OECD (2008)

2010: ~ 650.000.000 km² 

1,2% of the Earthós surface
4,4% of the land surface

50% of population in 2008, growing to 
75% in 2050 - problems

70% of the worldôs GDP comes from 
cities - opportunities
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ÅCities of the world
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ÅCities in the world ïEnergy and CO2
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ÅCities: problem and solution

ÅThink globally, act locally  
- reduce ecological footprint
- climate protection 
- biodiversity protection 

ÅThink locally, act globally 

- cooperate internationally 

(city networks, twinning) 

- advocate towards UN and 

multilateral agreements   

As far as cities are part of the problem, they should be part of the solution
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ÅLocal government ïwhat can it do? 

Action instruments of local governments to facilitate sustainable 
behaviour: 

ÅLegal: Laws, by-laws, permissions

ÅPlanning: Frameworks 

ÅFinancial: Taxes/levies, subsidies  

ÅMarket: Procurement 

ÅDirect: Operating infrastructure and services  

ÅPursuasive: Information, model 

ÅCities hold potential for green economies
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ÅSustainable Procurement - examples

Kolding, Denmark

Changed nearly 100% of its purchasing policies to 

include environmental considerations. The overall 

procurement budget has been reduced by 10%

Zurich, Switzerland

Purchased 2,166 energy efficient computers =

127,114kg CO2 saved during its use

Used energy efficiency & sustainable building 

materials criteria for 45,081 m2 covering contracts 

worth 175.1 Million EUR
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ÅICLEI ïLocal Governments for Sustainability 

- Climate protection  
- Local renewable energy
- Freshwater management 
- Biodiversity  
- Climate change adaptation, risk reduction 
- Sustainability management (e.g. ecoBudget)
- Sustainable procurement 

(green purchasing) 


